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37. Fucking Safe, GMFA. 1992.

Chosen by Paul Coleman

“It's 1992 and the number of deaths from AIDS is rising exponentially. It will be another two
years before the first new experimental drugs to fight against HIV infection are used, another
four years until the combination therapies become available that have any really meaningful
effect. HIV infections are rising too — many people are carrying many thousands, sometimes
millions of copies of the virus in their blood. By 1992 the clinics were full to bursting with
patients - so action to prevent infection is even more urgent.

From the 80s to the 90s, in the gay bars and clubs, on tables and walls were littered dozens of
cards and leaflets warning of the dangers of HIV, asking for support, or providing advice. It
was a very crowded market in which to be seen and heard. There was a reality, an urgent
message that people needed to understand to stay safe. This postcard was standout in

this respect. The beauty of this image is that it did just that with such a clear and stark
message that this was the most effective way of curbing transmission of the virus. It was a
very arresting image to the gay community. It was sexy and appealing. It was black and white.
No frills, but with a message that struck home to many thousands of gay men: “If you have
penetrative sex, wear a condom”. This mantra would save countless lives since it was a
message that many would heed.

Looking back it is incredibly bold for the time and very clever: designed to ‘attract’ and
‘inform’ at the same time, by being edgy. It was the kind of deeply honest messaging the
community needed: simple truth. It was a message that could be the difference between life
and death and yet said sex could still be sensuous and safe too. It communicated to the core
audience because it used language and imagery that was explicit.

Among all those leaflets that fought for our attention, this stand out image and text would
often be accompanied by free condoms, housed in baskets along the bars. It was a perfect

combination: card and condom - to keep us safe in the darkest of times and whose message is | F Y 0 U F U C K U S E A c o N D o M

equally relevant today.

Postcard. Published by M.Dockrell, D.O.Donnell, J.Taylor for GMFA. Photo: Robin
Forster. 1992. (front and back shown).
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February Guest Curator

Paul Coleman

Chair & Co-Founder National HIV Story Trust

Paul Coleman is a BAFTA nominated TV Director and Producer.

Having himself lived through and survived the AIDS pandemic of the 80s and 90s, he was
inspired by the incredible testimony of those who have taken this same journey, and the
stories of those who were lost.

He Co-Founded the NHST in 2019 to ensure the testimony of all those touched by the AIDS
virus and the history of those times can never be forgotten.

www.nhst.org.uk
@HIVStoryTrust

GAY SEX FOR THE 90'5 HIV can only be

fransmitted between men when blood or cum go from one person's body
into another. The only big risk in gay sex is fucking or getting fucked
without a condom. The best condoms for gay sex are
extra strong or super strong ones from
kitemarked brands such as Durex or Mafes, or HT
Specials. Don't rely on the other guy having some
- take your own with you when you go out. It's
easy to forget in the heat of the moment; think
ahead so you always remember to use them. Use lofs
of extra water-based lube such as KY: don't use oily ones which rot the
rubber. Check the packaging - lubes may be oil-bused even if they wash off
your hands quite easily. Amything that can break the skin
could transmit HIV by transferring blood from one
person to another. Don't share needles, razors,
piercing equipment or sex toys that could get
blood on them. ORAL SEX isn't very risky but if you want to be extra
careful try not fo get cum or pre-cum in your mouth. The risk is low even if
you do. Stick to safer sex with everyone. Anyone can
have HIV without knowing it - safer
sex protects us all.

Join GMFA to-day, talk to our volunteers at pride or write to:

ﬂ GAY MEN FIGHTING AIDS,

PO Box 99, London SW2 1EL
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