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37. Fucking Safe, GMFA. 1992.

Chosen by Paul Coleman

“It’s 1992 and the number of deaths from AIDS is rising exponentially. It will be another two 
years before the �rst new experimental drugs to �ght against HIV infection are used, another 
four years until the combination therapies become available that have any really meaningful 
effect. HIV infections are rising too – many people are carrying many thousands, sometimes 
millions of copies of the virus in their blood. By 1992 the clinics were full to bursting with 
patients – so action to prevent infection is even more urgent.

From the 80s to the 90s, in the gay bars and clubs, on tables and walls were littered dozens of 
cards and lea�ets warning of the dangers of HIV, asking for support, or providing advice. It 
was a very crowded market in which to be seen and heard. There was a reality, an urgent 
message that people needed to understand to stay safe. This postcard was standout in
this respect. The beauty of this image is that it did just that with such a clear and stark 
message that this was the most effective way of curbing transmission of the virus. It was a 
very arresting image to the gay community. It was sexy and appealing. It was black and white. 
No frills, but with a message that struck home to many thousands of gay men: “If you have 
penetrative sex, wear a condom”. This mantra would save countless lives since it was a 
message that many would heed.

Looking back it is incredibly bold for the time and very clever: designed to ‘attract’ and
‘inform’ at the same time, by being edgy. It was the kind of deeply honest messaging the 
community needed: simple truth. It was a message that could be the difference between life 
and death and yet said sex could still be sensuous and safe too. It communicated to the core 
audience because it used language and imagery that was explicit.

Among all those lea�ets that fought for our attention, this stand out image and text would 
often be accompanied by free condoms, housed in baskets along the bars. It was a perfect 
combination: card and condom – to keep us safe in the darkest of times and whose message is 
equally relevant today.”

Postcard. Published by M.Dockrell, D.O.Donnell, J.Taylor for GMFA. Photo: Robin 
Forster. 1992. (front and back shown).
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February Guest Curator
Paul Coleman
Chair & Co-Founder National HIV Story Trust
Paul Coleman is a BAFTA nominated TV Director and Producer.
Having himself lived through and survived the AIDS pandemic of the 80s and 90s, he was 
inspired by the incredible testimony of those who have taken this same journey, and the 
stories of those who were lost.
He Co-Founded the NHST in 2019 to ensure the testimony of all those touched by the AIDS 
virus and the history of those times can never be forgotten.
www.nhst.org.uk
@HIVStoryTrust

https://www.nhst.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hivstorytrust/



