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Rear View: January 2022
Monthly spotlight on an item from the HIV/AIDS Graphic Communication Archive

Chosen by Theodore (ted) Kerr:
“A befuddled cat, two people sitting in a pleasant domestic setting. One, injecting drugs, their 
works laid out nicely on a table. The other, distracted from reading, asks, "Ever thought 
of trying acupuncture?" The person injecting responds, "You must be joking. I can't 
stand needles". 

I chuckle. A drug-related dad joke gets me every time. 

The scene is drawn on a flyer, with text below that reads: "Drop-in for tea or coffee and 
see what services are available". The invitation, which could seem impersonal, reads as 
genuine given the scene above. How nice would it be to line up your work, inject, and be 
surrounded by the aroma of tea and baked goods. 

The flyer underscores that as important as a supply of needles is to a successful 
exchange, a welcoming vibe is crucial, a place that sees people who do drugs not as 
broken, but as fellow travellers on this spinning rock. 

Above the scene, in bold letters is the word MAINLINERS, the name of a London-based 
organization hosting the drop-in. 

As someone doing HIV work in Canada and the US, with a bit of knowledge of the 
European response, I'm not familiar with MAINLINERS. And that is exciting. The best 
thing about an archive is coming across something you weren't aware of that makes you 
want more knowledge. I am excited to learn about MAINLINERS as an organization –and 
a term. Example: was mainliner used as an identity, a community moniker?”  

13. Mainliners
Leaflet: Mainliners, Brixton. A4 folding to A5, photocopied black on coloured stock (front 
& back shown). Circa 1995-2000.

January Guest Curator
Theodore (ted) Kerr is a writer, organizer, and founding member of the collective, What 
Would an HIV Doula Do? He curated the 2022 NLM exhibition ‘AIDS, POSTERS, and 
STORIES OF PUBLIC HEALTH: A People's History of a Pandemic’. He is the co-author of 
‘We Are Having This Conversation Now: The Times of AIDS Cultural Production’ (Duke, 
2022).
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