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Monthly spotlight on an item from the HIV/AIDS Graphic Communication 
Archive

July Guest Curator
Gabriel Duckels is a PhD student at the University of Cambridge researching the 
representation of HIV/AIDS in Anglophone youth literature. He is on Twitter
(@gabrielduckels). 

Chosen by Gabriel Duckels:
“Distributed in Scotland by the Fife Health Board in 1992, this comic-book demonstrates the 
effectiveness of genres associated with childhood as a technique for HIV/AIDS awareness. In 
the story, HIV is conceptualized as a band of “terrorists” determined to bring about “DEATH 
TO HUMANS!!” by in�ltrating as many humans as possible. These personi�ed �gures of HIV 
infection are cutesy comedy villains, evoking the simple, polygonal characters of classic 
children’s comics like The Beano or The Dandy. Their dastardly schemes are foiled one by one 
through sharing information about risk reduction strategies such as condom use and not 
sharing needles, and disproving common myths about HIV transmission, such as the risk of 
becoming infected from toilet seats or casual contact. I chose this example from the archive 
because I �nd it exciting and important to consider the relationship between HIV/AIDS 
awareness and the aesthetics of childhood. Although this comic-book at �rst glance appears to 
address a child reader, its advice about drinking and sex otherwise assumes teenagers or 
young adults. The comic-book utilises childishness to invite an intended older reader to feel 
unintimidated by its contents, or indeed, in command of them.”

4. Taskforce HIV
Booklet: The Directorate of Community Health, Fife Healthcare, 1992. A5, 16 pages, 4 colour (all 
pages shown, click on image to view the whole comic). Design: Graeme Babbs. Aimed at 13-14 
yr olds, distributed by schools.
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Excellent storytelling, emotive visualisation. Love this! ―
ANONYMOUS
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