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Rear View: July 2021

Monthly spotlight on an item from the HIV/AIDS Graphic Communication
Archive

July Guest Curator

Gabriel Duckels is a PhD student at the University of Cambridge researching the
representation of HIV/AIDS in Anglophone youth literature. He is on Twitter
(@gabrielduckels).

Chosen by Gabriel Duckels:

“Distributed in Scotland by the Fife Health Board in 1992, this comic-book demonstrates the
effectiveness of genres associated with childhood as a technique for HIV/AIDS awareness. In
the story, HIV is conceptualized as a band of “terrorists” determined to bring about “DEATH
TO HUMANS!"” by infiltrating as many humans as possible. These personified figures of HIV
infection are cutesy comedy villains, evoking the simple, polygonal characters of classic
children’s comics like The Beano or The Dandy. Their dastardly schemes are foiled one by one
through sharing information about risk reduction strategies such as condom use and not
sharing needles, and disproving common myths about HIV transmission, such as the risk of
becoming infected from toilet seats or casual contact. I chose this example from the archive
because I find it exciting and important to consider the relationship between HIV/AIDS
awareness and the aesthetics of childhood. Although this comic-book at first glance appears to
address a child reader, its advice about drinking and sex otherwise assumes teenagers or
young adults. The comic-book utilises childishness to invite an intended older reader to feel
unintimidated by its contents, or indeed, in command of them.”

4. Taskforce HIV

Booklet: The Directorate of Community Health, Fife Healthcare, 1992. A5, 16 pages, 4 colour (all
pages shown, click on image to view the whole comic). Design: Graeme Babbs. Aimed at 13-14
yr olds, distributed by schools.

While humans IGNORE us
we will be KILLING THEMI!

READ THIS AND SURVIVE"

TaskForce HIV
PDF document

PADLET DRIVE

Excellent storytelling, emotive visualisation. Love this! — ANONYMOUS


https://artslondon.padlet.org/scook/rearview
https://padlet-uploads.storage.googleapis.com/715619642/989d86df22057e55e8e3874772e28a21/TaskForce_HIV.pdf

': - .i: r_‘}‘ .--.. . a'r
= - [ ¥ =t
' . ST wh N PR gy
% 4 T : ! . 5
i} : =~ L " & ad L .
i . LT T T
] 1..I-"' el e -‘.:31" '-.':r -'l 1
: : Ly =) 1 B
L] N 5 - 1 I'|

:rf::;r' .

e Myt o
L e i e e
e

e

While humans IGNORE us
we will be KILLING THEMI!

READ THIS AND SURVIVE!




SFACE:

Or at least a dusty little corner of it.
This is where you will find the planet Earth,
where our story begins, millions and billions

of years ago.
At about teatime.
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Around this time, there was something green & nasty, whi call THING.

L wiad nol Ff","..':.l". Sver Amongst

As time passed, THING aot an attitudes proplem : -
¥ the other nasti=s,

Arigd Pacame morg and moré nasty.

When humans arrived on the scene, it took an instant dislike t.o them
and thouaht of deatroying all their body's defences.
That way, other passing nasties could get in and KILL the humans




Then THING would be popular [ So THING studisd hard and l=armed au ckhy.. :I

sth all the otner nastiss,

How can he say that E=ML,
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COMEADESI We are dedicated to the overthrow of the
HUMAN BACEI

Our MASTERE PLAN Is to destroy their body's defences -
then our comrades floating around the World can attack
and KILL

DEATH TO HUMANS!!

I'd like to thank
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HIV became dedicated
to the spread of

This is the atory of how
HIY aoes about
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ite Terrorist attacks TASKFORCES are assembled: groups of HIV'e ready to attack at will and in any way they can.

Their Pattiecry is..
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" The Acquired
HUMAN Immune
IMMUNODEFICIENCY
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But: there is not much success.
None at all in food and drink..

None at all in midae bites..

Mone on tollet seats...

Our story follows THEM...

And none in day to day contact.
Eut two groups AKE successiul.

i LN ENGEE 4
ASKEFOECE
[heir mission:

o attack throuah SEX

t looks liks we're in
tor a BLUMFY EIDE

TASEFOECE 2.
Their misaion

Te attack throvah BLOOD
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AGAIN, there were different amounta of success,
TASEFORCE 1 split into smaller groups to attack from ALL ANGLES

EED LEADEE
to control.
We're ready
to ao, but
there's no
(GEEEN LIGHTI

Control to
EED LEADEE...
I'm afraid
they're not
actually DOING
it, 80 there
won L BE

a green light

Elsewhers.,

'

[E-LL.IE LEADER to controlll GREEN LIGHTH GOl GO




Control to
BLUE LEADEE,
Come inl

COME INII

It's no good|
We've LOST themll

DAMNI there were
ST0'%" in there tool

AAAAEREGH! It's a TRAFPI
We're caught inside a
Strawberry Flavoured CONDOMI| - : .
* Sexually Transmitted Diseases

YELLOW LEADEE to controll

Successful infiltrationl

Al . This one got DEUNK
oTancme ae Ay and FORGOT to use

HAI HAI | just
LOVE a good drinkil

Roger, Controlll

We will now multiply
and wait for

the next timell

Control to Team Leaders!
Congratulations Comrades
you have done well.

And best of all...

They don't even KENOW
we're HEREI

HAI HAI HAl

MEANWHILE Taskforce 2 Is also
splitting into smaller units...

Yesl We can go

down and wait in
We're in LUCK] the NEEDLE and
It's a BLOOD attack someone
DONATIONI elaell

o
But another unit DIDN'T stay in the

| EMEW it was
a mistake for
them to wait there

Yes, but we're safely
“In the BAG", waiting to
"DONATE our services
to societyll”

YES! They're only

using them ONCE!

We're done forll

They've FOUND usll

AARRRGGGHHH!™




ELSEWHERE, an infected person aets a cut...

QUICK.
Everyone out

Spread outl
It's every HIV for
HIVSELFI!

LOOK] The Firet Aider
has a cut too

Now, if that's a NON-WATERFROOF
plaster, weve got a chance

Drat it! Its the WATERFEOOF typel
There's NO WAY INII

.....

Wieanwnile In a vein...

7z

is wait he
| think we aot the

casiest asslanment skin,

Yea. All we have to do

sometning plerces the

re until
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THEKEN

Quickll Climb inslde

SUCCESSFUL TEANSFERI

)
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Mow wie WAITI

.

The next time this nesdls is used
we can CONTINUE our FIGHTI




ol COMEADE! We have news
B of our brave troopsll

GOODI Have
they done well?

Only those units assigned to BLOOD and
SEX survived. We had total losses
in ALL OTHER ROUTESH
DAMNI What a
WASTE of HIV'ell

Those units which
attacked when
CONDOMS were
PROPERLY used
FAILED!

B, 5 just. TOO GOODH

But those units who attacked
through blood transfusions
and donations FAILED!

Their security by that route

Those who attacked when condoms were NOT used had MEGA
success! Even condom users sometimes forgot when

they were drunkll
ALL those unite are ready to attack AGAIN and AGAINII
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..Where they left OPEN WOUNDS

or used NON WATERFPEOOF plasters,
we had a fighting chance.

Where they used WATERFROOF
plasters, we FAILEDI
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What about
SEIN FIEELCINGY
That sounded

auite promising!

It had MIXED
EESULTS. Where
:!-:T_J.FI‘."-'_'F.I. WS
used only

ONCE, we FAILEDN

But when they SHARED, we had a field day.
Even EAZORS and TOOTHBEUSHES

gave us a CHANCE, but by far the best
was when they SHARED NEEDLES.

INFORMATION

S0 where they have
sex WITHOUT a condom,
or where they SHARE
equipment. which has

8l blood on it, we can

B\ ast iny

YES! and we can
forget about

a r'.:,.thir'g elae
bPecause it
DOESN'T WORKI

b
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While humans continue to IGNOEE us,
and while they continue to think that
it won't be THEM, WE will be

at I..l.:.'-tin:} them and EILLING themil

If you are worried about HIY or AIDS why not contact
one of these groups?

Health Advisory Service
0592 261155 Ext 2001
The Health Advisory Service is open
every Tuesday between 3.30 and 7pm
to deal with your concerns about sex
AlIDS and drugs. Telephone for more details.

Fife AIDS Care Through Support. (FACTS)
0592 640204
FACTS can provide information about HIV/AIDS.
Flease phone FACTS at the above number
any Wednesday between 7 and Spm.

Genito-Urinary Medicine Clinic
0592 261155 Ext 3750
If you're worried about having caught
HIV through sex and would like to discuss
an HIV test in confidence, contact the GUM clinic.
Appointments preferred.

HIV clinic
0592 2472 Ext 280
If you think that you may have caught HIV
in some way other than through sex
and would like to discuss an HIV test
in confidence, contact the HIV clinic.
Appointments preferred.

Childline Scotland
0e00 1N
Free confidential telephone counselling service
for any child or young person with ANY problem.
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